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Four of the BES Roadies 
share their experiences  

of the first music festival  
on the ‘Sex & Bugs &  

Rock ‘n Roll’ tour.
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hannah – THE ARTISTE

Hannah Griffiths failing the audition for shrinking 
violet of the crew

The sun is shining, sunburnt people 
drift past in silly hats sipping warm pints 
in plastic glasses, the smell of churros 
wafting in the breeze, a uni-cyclist 
whizzes past… “Hello there, would you 
like to play with my poo?” comes the 
cheery voice of Will the Poo-Master. This 
was the scene for three marvellously 
sunny days outside the BES tent at 
Wychwood Festival on Cheltenham 
Racecourse from 31st May to 2nd 
June. A team of seven enthusiastic BES 
members spent the weekend chatting 
about the differences between herbivore 
and carnivore poo; keying out revellers 
to determine what UK species they 
resemble the most; swabbing festival 
goers’ clothes to culture their microbes; 
helping excited bug hunters to identify 
their invertebrate captives; and with the 
team and visitors alike marvelling at a live 
colony of bumblebees busying away in 
their observation hive.  

The Wychwood team was privileged 
to be the first to man the ‘Sex & Bugs 
& Rock ‘n Roll’ stall for a full weekend 
festival this year (or ever for that matter) 
as part of the BES Centenary celebrations. 
As you can imagine, we were all anxious 
that we do our very best to enthuse as 
many people as we could about the 
wonders and importance of ecology, as 
well as demonstrating the brilliance of 
our society. And I think we succeeded. 
Of the roughly 1000 people we spoke 
to, some popped in for a quick look at 
the bees, others stayed for 30 minutes 
eagerly participating in every activity we 
could throw at them and asking questions 
– only to return the next day for more. 
The knowledge and enthusiasm of some 
of our young visitors was amazing, for 

example, ‘Bee the biologist’ (approx. 9 
years old) told me that she was going 
to keep her special BES torch for ever so 
that she would always be able to look at 
animals even if it was dark, while ‘Oscar 
the Sea Explorer ‘(no more than 7) 
spent a good 10 minutes educating me 
about the adaptive qualities of the mimic 
octopus and why they are successful 
in escaping predation. Perhaps even 
more rewarding, however, were the 
conversations with those who previously 
hadn’t paid much attention to the natural 
world – the people who remarked wide-
eyed: “well, I didn’t know that!”. 

I feel very lucky that to have had the 
chance to be a part of such a brilliant 
project in science communication and 
public engagement. Here’s to a long and 
successful summer of ‘Sex & Bugs & Rock 
‘n Roll’

will – THE POOMASTER

Will Gosling surrenders to the authorities after 
being charged with peddling class A poo

My festival experience seemed to centre 
around poo, but not in the way in which 
most festival goers fear! Before people 
get the wrong idea, I have to say that 
the Wychwood Festival toilets were 
excellently maintained throughout the 
festival – well done, Wychwood! The 
poo I’m referring to was contained in 
petri dishes, which I carried around on 
a tray for much of the festival along 
with images of six UK animals. This 
combination of poo and pictures formed 
the basis for a simple game of “Whose 
Poo?” in which passers-by attempted 
to match the poo to the animal picture. 
By working through this exercise people 
were encouraged to think about animal 
diet, digestive systems and the use of poo 
for ecologists. Taking just a few minutes 
in its most basic form, the “poo game” 
proved to be an excellent ‘taster’ to 
attract people into the “Sex & Bugs & 
Rock ‘n Roll” tent.

And to answer the question everyone is 
surely asking: No, the poo wasn’t real 
(hot sunny festival weather and trays of 
poo are not a fun mix) – but very realistic 
replicas. If you want to start your own 
fake poo collection visit the Nature Watch 
web site.

fRazeR – THE FILMMAKER

What the cool guys are wearing this year

People at festivals tend to be enthusiastic 
about everything, they’re there to have 
a good time and forget about the real 
world, at least for a couple of days. I was 
pretty sure we wouldn’t struggle to get 
people to visit our stall. But what I didn’t 
really anticipate was just how interested 
and intrigued our audience would be. 
Not just about our novel big blue tent, 
our silly wellies, or fake poo, but the 
science we were there to show off. 
Instead of being another tent to browse 
for 2 minutes and move on, we were a 
hub of activity and conversation for all 
ages. People returned day after day with 
new questions and the constant stream 
of creepy-crawlies kept our identification 
table pretty busy. Perhaps what I noticed 
the most was our presence around the 
rest of the festival: it was hard to walk 
past a crowd of people without seeing 
a BES sticker or an “I’ve been swabbed” 
badge (which created plenty of great 
photo opportunities). We even became 
campsite celebrities with kids stopping by 
of an evening with yet more questions. 
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The BES should be very proud of what 
it has achieved with this and, most 
importantly, of how much the audience 
appreciated the effort. There is no 
doubt in my mind that several budding 
scientists of the future will have been 
encouraged by the BES ‘Sex & Bugs & 
Rock ‘n Roll’ stall last weekend. Science 
can be fun and cool but I think what 
really came through is that science is 
interesting and most people are keen to 
find out more!!

alexe – THE BuSKER

Alexe Rose shows a festival goer a tray of poo. 
While I am not an expert, the recipient’s body 
language seems to be saying ‘Eeeeww’

On Monday I didn’t know whether to 
pack a bog snorkelling kit or suncream. 
I watched miserableweatherdotcom all 
week and by Thursday morning I had 
repacked my bag several times. If in 
doubt, pack everything! Fortunately, 
everyone else had done the same, so we 
left the OU in convoy with fully loaded 
van and campervan – both looking great 
with the BES logo on the side.

The tent looked amazing and pulled in 
crowds. The ‘busks’ and activities worked 
well at this family-friendly festival and we 
definitely have some budding ecologists 
as a result! 

The audience was great – people loved 
how we are celebrating 100 years of 
the Society and liked the fact that they 
could be part of it. I got to talk about 
mushrooms and poo all weekend and I 
have promised to source alpaca poo and 
elephant poo paper! We also discovered 
that the fibrecap fungus not only smells 
like Camembert, it also smells like Dad’s 
feet.

My highlight of the festival has to be 
the great team that I got to meet and 
work with. Other highlights include 
stickers (people of all ages liked the 
stickers); seeing a giant bear and a 
dragon get swabbed; meeting Tony De 
Saulles (Horrible Science illustrator) and 
watching him beautify our chalk board; 
getting my face painted (with bugs 
of course!); and enjoying the live acts 
with the other roadies. All I can say is 
Aaahhoooyyy!

emma – THE WORRIER

Emma Sayer. Classy.

I’ve spent the last 5 months in a state 
of anxiety about whether ‘Sex & Bugs 
& Rock ‘n Roll’ will work. The last week 
before Wychwood was a blur as I ran 
around in full headless-chicken mode 
trying to get the finishing touches in 
place – much to the amusement of 
some of the team. It’s one thing to cook 
up a daft idea after a few pints down 
the pub and something completely 
different to see it become reality – so 
after setting up the stall on Cheltenham 
Racecourse, I spent a couple of hours in 
a daze because it was really happening! 
Once the site opened to festival-goers, 
there was no more time or reason to 
worry – we had over 300 visitors on 
the first afternoon and loads of positive 
feedback throughout the festival. We 
found out that everyone loves seeing 
live bumblebees and even indifferent 
teenagers want to know how ‘gross’ their 
festival kit is. 

I spent most of my shifts on the stall 
taking swabs of hats, shoes, trousers, 
rucksacks, wristbands, etc. and applying 
the samples to agar plates, so people 
could see the microbial growth on 
their festival kit. We had quite a few 
colourful characters take a seat in the 
swab throne, including a bobby from the 
Gloucestershire Constabulary, ‘Snot the 
Dragon’, and a giant teddy bear. 

The highlight of this activity was going 
backstage to swab the festival organisers 
(while Bill Bailey had dinner in the 
background) and then taking a sample 
from Greg Dread of Dreadzone, just 
before he went on stage to give the final 
(awesome) gig of the festival.

Like the rest of the team, I was absolutely 
thrilled to see so much interest and 
engagement in our visitors. And I’m sure 
this was partly fuelled by the energy and 
enthusiasm of the team working the stall 
– everyone did an amazing job and was 
so excited that it was hard to get anyone 
to take a break. Thanks also to Graeme 
Merifield, Stefan Edwards and Jem 
Maynard-Watts of Wychwood Festival 
for the support and for organising such a 
great weekend!

We’ll be doing this all summer, so please 
keep an eye on our blog and, from us all: 
Happy Birthday BES!

the Wychwood team was: 
Emma Sayer, Will Gosling,  
Frazer Bird (Open University),  
Helen Featherstone, Sarah 
Dalesman (University of Exeter), 
Alexe Rose (Greensands Trust)  
and Hannah Griffiths (University  
of Lancaster).

LINKS
naturewatch website –  
http://www.nature-watch.com/repliscat™- 
animal-scat-set-11-scats-p-1532.html?cPath= 
142_158&osCsid=fdjg610mc9psb7fsu3 
om3ac4p7

Blog ‘Sex & Bugs & Rock ‘n Roll’ –  
http://www.besfest.org

on twitter: @BESRoadies #BESfest
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